The idea has sometimes occurred to me, and I have heard it expressed by others (once, I think, at a former discussion on chloroform in this Society), whether chloroform is always as pure as it might be, and whether impurity of the agent may have anything to do with alarming symptoms during its administration. The following answer to a question upon this point, addressed to one of our best known manufacturers of chloroform (Messrs. Duncan, Flockhart & Co.) , may be interesting to some?" Chloroform has never been so pure as in recent years, owing to the great care now taken to fractionally rectify."
I suppose all will agree with the statement that any method of administration of chloroform which will produce true anaesthesia, in the shortest time, with the least expenditure of the anaesthetic, is the one best suited for the surgeon's purpose. 
